Cryopreservation of human lymphoid cells from various tissues.
Normal and pathological lymphoid cells, collected from different sources, were cryopreserved using a programmed freezing procedure. With this cryopreservation technique, the percentage of T and B cell surface markers and the proliferative response to mitogens were not influenced by 21 and 35 days of storage in liquid nitrogen. The recovery percentage of the lymphoid cells was satisfactory when fetal calf serum was added, as a protein source, to the medium during freezing and thawing phases, while a very low percentage of cells was recovered if the fetal calf serum was omitted.